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Art Unit: 3661 

DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1, 3, 5, 6, 7, and 10, 11, 13- 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Glass et al., 6278965. 

3. As per claims 1 , 3, 5, and 6, Glass et al. disclose a first database that obtains, 
store, and disseminates a first data source (106, 125); and information that an airline 
desires to share that is obtained from at least one airline database wherein the 
information the airline desires to share includes functions proprietary to the airline (130, 
and lines 32-35, on column 10); a first airport operations advisor module having at least 
one of a graphical user interface and a text based interface and usable to manage 
airport operations, wherein the first airport operations advisor is networked with at least 
the airport management database to receive at least one of the publicly available status 
information and the information the airline desires to share, wherein the at least one of 
the plurality of publicly available status information and the shared airline status 
information is accessible by airport management for managing operations of an airport 
on lines 45-65, on column 12; a second airport operations advisor module having at 
least one of a graphical user interface and a text based interface and usable to manage 
airline operations, wherein the second airport operations advisor is networked with 
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airport management database to select and receive the publicly available status 
information and the information the airline desires to share on lines 45-64, on column 
12; and the at least second airport operations advisor module is networked to the at the 
least one airline database to obtain proprietary airline information and to distribute 
airline command directives to the airline on lines 55-57, on column 12; and further 
comprising an external agency airport operations advisor module located at an external 
agency having at least one of a graphical user interface and a text based interface 
usable to monitor airport operations, wherein the external agency airport operations 
advisor module is networked with the airport management database to select and 
receive the publicly available status information and the information the airline desires to 
share on lines 32-35, on column 14. 

4. As per claim 7, Glass et al. disclose a plurality or first data sources that provide 
publicly available airport status information to an airport management database, 
wherein the plurality of first data sources are connected to the airport management 
database which includes memory (126, 125, 128, 127, 131); a plurality of second data 
sources that provide shared airline status information to an airline database and the 
airport management database, wherein the airline database is connected to the airport 
management database (130, lines 32-37, on column 10), the airline database is 
inherent since stored information is provided from the airline; a plurality of displays 
connected to the airport management database for viewing the publicly available status 
information and the shared airline status information from the first and the second data 
source (141-144); and a plurality of input devices connected to the airport management 
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database of inputting user commands to the airport operations managing system 
including selecting information based on the publicly available status information and 
the shared airline status information, wherein the airport operations managing system 
provides for sharing and disseminating selected information to a plurality of users for 
airport management on lines 32-38, on column 14. 

5. As per claims 10, 11, 13, 14, 15, and 1 6, Glass et al. disclose gathering status 
information on at least one aircraft and an airport from at least one data source and 
storing the status information in a common decision support database accessible by 
airport management and an airline, distributing the status information to at least one 
airport operations advisor module on lines 12-20, on column 5; gathering proprietary 
status information and selectively distributing the proprietary status information to 
authorized airport operations advisor modules on lines 47-55, on column 9, and lines 
32-35, on column 10; reviewing the status information on the display to identify current 
status of operations, and implementing a response based on the status information on 
lines 46-51 , on column 4; implementing a response includes determining if an aircraft is 
ready for takeoff based on the status information on lines 38-51 , on column 4; wherein 
gathering the shared status information comprises gathering the status of flight 
operations and ground services on lines 32-37, on column 4; further comprising 
archiving the status information to provide a historical record for identifying and 
implementing changes to airport operations on lines 34-47, on column 5; at least one of 
the gathering of status information and distributing status information is done in real- 
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time on line 44, on column 3; and since the disclosure is a computer program the 
instructions are inherent. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Glass et 
al., 6278965. 

8. Glass et al. disclose the publicly available status information includes aircraft 
location, air traffic control, flight schedules, gate assignments, and weather on lines 61- 
65, on column, lines 29-31, on column 3, and line 61, on column 10; and the shared 
airline status information is inherently information the airline chose to share, otherwise it 
wouldn't be in the system. Glass et al. does not disclose the information includes crew 
schedules. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill at the time the invention 
was made to include crew schedules because Glass et al. is interested in having a total 
management system that would be able to handle emergencies (line 53, column 3) and 
maintains the total present and future condition of an aircraft. Having crew information 
as part of the system would aid in crisis management. 

Response to Arguments 
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9. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 , 3, 5-7, 10-11, and 13-17 have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. Glass et al. 
discloses advisor modules that can select and retrieve information from an airport 
management database. 

Conclusion 

10. This is a request for continued examination of applicant's earlier Application No. 
10/689.984. All claims are drawn to the same invention claimed in the earlier 
application and could have been finally rejected on the grounds and art of record in the 
next Office action if they had been entered in the earlier application. Accordingly, THIS 
ACTION IS MADE FINAL even though it is a first action in this case. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(b). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no, however, event will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



272-6957. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas Black can be reached on 571-272-6956. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). (If f 



examiner should be directed to Brian J. Broadhead whose telephone number is 571- 





